
The Washington DC area airports have been closed for too long following the 
events of 09/22/2001.  Their closure represents a significant hardship on thos 
of us who use private aircraft to conduct business and pleasure flights into the 
Baltimore, Washinton and Suburban Maryland and Virginia areas. 
 
While security is a reasonable concern, there should be a mechanism for 
transient pilots to use airports such as College Park, Maryland.  Such 
mechanisms might include requiring an IFR or VFR flight plan, pre-authorization 
(with or without an electronic security check, with or without some form of 
reservation number system)or pre-screening of the pilot in command's 
credentials.  Contact with ATC might reasonably be required for such airport use 
and should not cause undue hardship for EITHER the newly established Potomac 
Approach OR the pilot.   
 
I have used the National Airspace System (IFR and VFR) for the last thirty (30) 
years without violation and see no good reason why I should not use College Park 
airport when I visit my daughter who lives in Takoma Park, MD.   
 
I urge you to support and accept the Aircraft Owner and Pilots Association's 
(AOPA) recommendation. 


